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© Container for a plurality of discs, particularly compact discs, 

© The present invention relates to a container 
for a plurality of discs, particularly compact 
discs, which comprises a tray-like body having, 
on its bottom, a first flat surface and a second 
fiat surface arranged side by side and at diffe- 
rent levels. The container comprises a first 
swing-out frame, pivoted to the tray and accom- 
modatable at the first flat surface, and a second 
swing-out frame, pivoted to the tray and par- 
tially accommodatable on the second flat sur- 
face so that the remaining part overlaps, and is 
spaced from, the first frame accommodated on 
the first flat surface. Each frame supports two 
discs on opposite faces. 
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The present invention relates to a container for a 
plurality of discs, particularly compact discs. 

It is known that containers for a plurality of com- 
pact discs are generally constituted by a tray-like 
body that forms the side-by-side recesses or seats for 
accommodating the compact discs. 

This arrangement causes the dimensions of the 
container to have a 2-to-1 ratio, so that said container 
assumes external dimensions that in addition to be- 
ing scarcely effective from an aesthetic point of view 
are often awkward, since they do not allow to easily 
place the container in the areas where it is to be held. 

The aim of the present invention is to solve the 
problem described above, by providing a containerfor 
a plurality of discs that allows to accommodate two or 
more discs and allows to remove them individually 
and to reduce the external dimensions, thus making 
it easier and simpler to position said container in the 
areas where it is to be held. 

Within the scope of this aim, a particular object of 
the invention is to provide a container In which the ex- 
ternal dimension ratio is such as to provide, in addi- 
tion to a pleasant aesthetic effect, an easieruseof the 
container. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a 
container that, by virtue of its particular constructive 
features, gives the greatest assurances of reliability 
and safety in use. 

Still another object of the invention is to provide 
a container that is obtainable starting from commonly 
commercially available elements and materials and is 
furthermore competitive from a merely economic 
point of view. 

This aim, these objects, and others which will be- 
come apparent hereinafter are achieved by a contain- 
er for a plurality of discs, particularly compact discs, 
according to the present invention, which comprises 
a tray-like body defining the seats for accommodat- 
ing at least two discs, characterized in that said tray- 
like body defines a first region for accommodating a 
first disc and at least a second region for accommo- 
dating at least a second disc, said second region be- 
ing located at a higher level than said first region, said 
at least second disc being arranged so that it partially 
overlaps said first disc and is spaced therefrom. 

Further characteristics and advantages will be- 
come apparent from the description of two preferred 
but not exclusive embodiments of a container for a 
plurality of compact discs, illustrated only by way of 
non-limitative example in the accompanying draw- 
ings, wherein: 

figure 1 is a schematic perspective view, in 
dosed position, of a container for a plurality of 
discs according to the invention; 
figure 2 is a schematic perspective view of a con- 
tainer for two discs, shown in open position; 
figure 3 is a sectional view of the container for two 
discs; 



figure 4 is a schematic perspective view of a con- 
tainer for three discs, shown in open position; 
figure 5 is a schematic perspective view of a con- 
tainer for three discs, with the second and third 
5 discs hinged out; 

figure 6 is a sectional view of the container for 
three discs; 

figure 7 is a sectional view of the container for 
three discs, with the second and third discs 
10 hinged out; 

figure 8 is a schematic perspective view of the 
container for four compact discs, in closed posi- 
tion; 

figure 9 is a perspective view of the container of 
15 figure 8, with the front flap open; 

figure 10 is a sectional view, taken along a long- 
itudinal median plane; 

figure 11 is a perspective view of the container 
with one frame in swung-out position; 
20 figure 12 is a perspective view cf the container 

with both trays in swung-out position. 
With reference to figures 1 to 7, the containerfor 
a plurality of discs, particularly for compact discs, ac- 
cording to the invention, is generally designated by 
25 the reference numeral 1 and comprises an outer case 
2 provided with a front flap 3a which is connected, by 
means of a spine 3b, to a rear flap 3c. 

Advantageously, sheets 4, joined in a booklet-li- 
ke fashion to apply the necessary indications, can be 
30 applied onto the inner face of the front flap 3a, where- 
as a tray-like body, generally designated by the ref- 
erence numeral 10, is provided on the inner face of 
the rear flap 3c. 

The tray-like body 10 is connected to the flap 3c 
35 by interposing adhesive material or with other con- 
ventional methods that are accordingly not examined 
in detail herein; the tray 10 can furthermore be 
formed monolithically with the flap 3c. 

A feature of the invention is constituted by the 
40 fact, as shown in figures 2 and 3, that the tray-like 
body 10 defines a first region 20 for accommodating 
a first compact disc 21; said region has, in a per se 
known manner, peripheral recesses 22 that allow to 
remove the disc 21, which is retained, in a per se 
45 known manner, by a coupling element 23 that acts ax- 
ially. 

Afurtherfeature of the invention is constituted by 
the fact that there is a second region 30 for accommo- 
dating a second compact disc 31 , said region being 
so arranged at a higher level than the first region 20. 

The second compact disc 31 is furthermore ar- 
ranged so as to partially overlap the first compact disc 
21 and remain spaced therefrom, so that the user 
can, as shown schematically in dashed lines in figure 
55 3, remove either disc without difficulty. 

The partial overlapping of the discs, while keep- 
ing them mutually spaced, allows to significantly re- 
duce the overall size of the container and most of all 
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to reduce its dimension ratio. 

By the same constructive concept it is also pos- 
sible to provide a container, shown in figures 4 to 7, 
in which it is possible to simultaneously accommo- 
date three discs. 5 

In this case, a swing-out frame 40 is provided at 
the second region 30 and is pivoted at one edge of the 
tray, said frame supporting a second compact disc, 
again designated by the reference numeral 31 , on one 
face, and a third compact disc, designated by the ref- 10 
erence numeral 41, on the other face. 

As clearly shown in the figures, in order to re- 
move either one of the compact discs it is sufficient 
to overturn the frame 40. 

For the sake of completeness in description, it 15 
should also be added that the conventional recesses 
allowing to insert a finger to remove the compact disc 
are provided both at the second region 30 and at the 
peripheral regions of the frame 40. 

With reference to figures 8 to 12, the containerfor 20 
a plurality of discs, particularly compact discs, ac- 
cording to the invention, which is generally designat- 
ed by the reference numeral 101, comprises an outer 
case 102 having a front flap 103 connected to a rear 
flap 105 by means of a spine 104. 25 

Preferably but not necessarily, sheets 106, 
bound in a booklet form for applying the necessary in- 
dications, can be provided on the inside face of the 
front flap 103, and a tray-like body, generally desig- 
nated by the reference numeral 110, is provided on 30 
the inside face of the rear flap 105. 

The tray-like body 110 is connected to the flap 
105 by interposing adhesive material or with other 
conventional methods that allow to stably connect the 
tray-like body 110 to the cover 102. 35 

An important feature of the invention is constitut- 
ed by the fact that the tray-like body defines, at the 
bottom, a first flat surface 111 and a second flat sur- 
face 112 arranged side by side at different levels. 

The container comprises a first swing-out frame, 40 
designated by the reference numeral 120, which is 
pivoted at a longitudinal end of the tray-like body 110 
and supports, on opposite faces, two compact discs 
121 and 122, which are retained in a per se known 
manner by the conventional central coupling 123. 45 

Recesses 124 are formed on the opposite faces 
of the first frame and are located at the peripheral re- 
gion of the discs 121 and 122, forming a grip element. 

The first frame 120 can be arranged at the flat 
surface 111 and has such a thickness as to not rise so 
above the level of the second flat surface 112. 

A second frame 130 is pivoted at the opposite 
longitudinal end of the tray-like body 110 and sup- 
ports a third compact disc and a fourth compact disc, 
designated by the reference numerals 131 and 132, 55 
which are also retained by a conventional central cou- 
pling 133. 

In this case, too, the frame 130 has recesses, 



designated by the reference numeral 134, which are 
located at the peripheral region of the discs 131 and 
1 32 to facilitate their removal. 

The second frame 130 can be partially arranged 
on the flat surface 112, and its remaining part pro- 
trudes with respect to the flat surface 112 and arrang- 
es itself so as to overlap the first frame and be spaced 
therefrom. 

For the sake of completeness in description, it 
should be added that semicircular recesses, desig- 
nated by the reference numeral 140, are formed on 
the second flat surface 112 at the peripheral region of 
the first flat surface 111, and allow to grip the first 
frame 120 to swing it out 

With the above described arrangement, it is thus 
possible to accommodate four compact discs in a 
very compact container and to individually remove 
each compact disc. 

From the above description it is thus evident that 
the invention achieves the intended aim and objects, 
and in particular the fact is stressed that with ex- 
tremely simple constructive solutions, such as the 
provision of two regions at different levels for accom- 
modating the first and second compact discs, which 
are partially superimposed and spaced, it is possible 
to reduce the overall size of the container without 
thereby compromising in any way the possibility of 
easily removing the compact discs. 

The invention thus conceived is susceptible of 
numerous modifications and variations, ail of which 
are within the scope of the inventive concept. 

All the details may furthermore be replaced with 
other technically equivalent elements. 

In practice, the materials employed, as well as 
the contingent shapes and dimensions, may be any 
according to the requirements. 

Where technical features mentioned in any claim 
are followed by reference signs, those reference 
signs have been included for the sole purpose of in- 
creasing the intelligibility of the claims and according- 
ly, such reference signs do not have any limiting ef- 
fect on the interpretation of each element identified 
by way of example by such reference signs. 



Claims 

1. Container for a plurality of discs, particularly 
compact discs, which comprises a tray-like body 
(10,110) defining seats for accommodating at 
least two discs, characterized in that said tray- 
like body (10,110) defines a first region (20) for 
accommodating a first disc (21) and at least a 
second region (30) for accommodating at least a 
second disc (31) located at a higher level than 
said first region (20), said at least second disc 
(31) being arranged so that it partially overlaps 
said first disc (21) and is spaced therefrom. 
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2. Container according to claim 1, characterized in 
that it comprises a case (2, 1 02) that forms a front 
flap (3a,103) joined to a rear flap (3c, 105) by 
means of a spine (3b,104), said tray-like body 
(10,110) being associated to an inner face of said 5 
rear flap (3c, 105). 

3. Container according to the preceding claims, 
characterized in that it comprises, on an inner 
face of said front flap (3a,103), a plurality of 10 
sheets (4,1 06) which are mutually joined so as to 
form a booklet. 

4. Container according to one or more of the preced- 
ing claims, characterized in that it comprises, at 15 
said first accommodation region (20) and at said 
second accommodation region (30), recesses 

(22) that are arranged peripherally to allow ac- 
cess for removing the disc. 

20 

5. Container according to one or more of the preced- 
ing claims, characterized in that in said second 
region (30) there is a swing-out frame (40) sup- 
porting a second disc (31 ) on one face and a third 

disc (41 ) on the other face. 25 

6. Container for a plurality of discs, particularly 
compact discs, according to one or more of the 
preceding claims, which comprises a tray-like 
body (110) having, on its bottom, a first flat sur- 30 
face (111) and a second flat surface (112) ar- 
ranged side by side and at different levels, char- 
acterized in that it comprises a first swing-out 
frame (120), pivoted to said tray and accommo- 
datable at said first flat surface, and a second 35 
swing-out frame (130), pivoted to said tray and 
partially accommodatable on said second flat 
surface so that the remaining part overlaps, and 

is spaced from, said first frame ^120) accommo- 
dated on said first flat surface (111), each one of 40 
said frames supporting two discs 
(121,122,131,132) on opposite faces. 

7. Container according to the preceding claims, 
characterized in that said first (120) and second 45 
frames (130) are pivoted at opposite ends of said 

tray (110). 

8. Container according to the preceding claims, 
characterized in that said second flat surface so 
(130) has semicircular recesses (140) located at 

the peripheral region of said first flat surface 
(111) in order to allow to grip said first frame 
(120). 
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(57) The present invention relates to a container 
for a plurality of discs, particularly compact 
discs, which comprises a tray-like body having, 
on its bottom, a first flat surface and a second 
flat surface arranged side by side and at diffe- 
rent levels. The container comprises a first 
swing-out frame, pivoted to the tray and accom- 
modatable at the first fiat surface, and a second 
swing-out frame, pivoted to the tray and par- 
tially accommodatable on the second flat sur- 
face so that the remaining part overlaps, and is 
spaced from, the first frame accommodated on 
the first flat surface. Each frame supports two 
discs on opposite faces. 
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